
The innovative Britton Marine

On August 15 of this year Power Equipment’s Managing Director Allan Foster was
invited to celebrate the completion of Britton Marine’s shallow water jet propulsion
system. The vessel is a Gemini 850 Interceptor T series, overalla length 8.5 metres,
beam 2.9 metres and is powered by a Yanmar 420hp 6LYA2-STE Diesel Engine
coupled to a ZF 301 gearbox and Doen DJ110 jet unit. The vessel is capable of a
range of 300 nautical miles, speed max. 40 knots, cruise 34 knots and has drawn
interest here and overseas, particularly from the defense forces, water police and the
soft life-saving fraternity. The vessel is now on loan to the Royal Austrian Navy’s
front line Special Forces unit CDT1, for evaluation.



The ceremony was attended by Senator Nick Manichin, the Commonwealth
Government Minister for Industry, Science and Resources, Les Baxter State Manager
for Aus Industry NSW Federal MP’s Dana Vale, Bruce Baird and Malcolm Kerr NSW
State MP. Senator Nick Minchin presented to Steve Britton Managing Director of
Britton Marine an innovation award from aus industry for success in military and
commercial application of integrated shallow water jet propulsion system for water
craft. After the ceremony Steve Britton thanked his guests for their support which
included business associates Mr. allan foster, director power equipment, Mr. mike
lonergan of pacific jets, Mr. Greg James and Mr. mike Osmond of Gemini inflatable.
Britton marine, located at taren point, Sydney, specializes in modifying and installing
Yanmar diesel outboard engines for the royal Australian navy and maintains a fleet of
230 engines as we as fir pumps. Britton marine also construct and fit out RIBs for
military and commercial applications. There craft are specialized, capable of speeds
in excess of 50 knots, equipped with state of the art in-boat communication systems,
radar global position systems and have a low radar signature. Current orders include
Australian custom services, royal Australian navy, water police NSW, Victorian water
police, Federal police and waterways authority.
Britton marine have committed to continued research and development and have
entered into two additional projects which result are anticipated next year, one of
which is in joint venture with the commonwealth of Australian Defense Scientists
(DSTO). Britton marine have been inducted into the Austrian technology showcase
and were the recipient of a state government award for technology excellence for a
ultra low magnetic / acoustic desalt outboard motors, developed by Britton marine
for the Austrian navy’s mine warfare section.
Many thanks for Steve Britton for his help with this story and photographs.


