NEW FLEET TO FIGHT CRIMINALS
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THE “WATER RATES “will play a major role in protecting NSW from the threat of a
terrorist attack.

A funding increase of $ 26.9 million will go to upgrading water police vessels and
improving technology.

“Modern water policing must take into account the threats of terrorism and drug and
gun trafficking” police Minster john Watkins said

“An upgraded fleet will provide an increased response to marine crime search and
rescue and interception of criminals on the waterways.

Mr. Watkins said the project was part of the 15 year marine vessels were replaced
once they reached between three and five years of ago.

In 2002 the Marine Are command bought two 22m ocean vessels seven 16 m patrol
vessels three 10.5 m harbour —class vessels and 10 fast response runabouts.

The Maritime Area command has a base in every navigable port in NSW providing a
visible and proactive deterrent to terrorist activity and maritime crime “Mr. watkins

said. “it is taking an increasing role in counter terrorism with the creation last year of the
maritime operational support team . Water police are stationed in Sydney . coffs harbour port Mac-

quarie , Newcastle, broken bay , port Kembla and Eden .

Task force Gain —set up to investigate gang related shootings in Sydney southwest
will receive funding for another six months while operating Vi-king will receive
another $3 million in funding .

It wasn’t all good news how ever with 27 police stations deemed in need of urgent
work having to wait until the next budget



About $40 million a year is needed for works to stations including Bowral , Fairfield
campsite coffs harbour lis-more , Liverpool , orange , reves-by and wyong



