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Ran minesweeper bandicoot and DMS’s seahorse Mercator were seized by Ran and
NSW police boarding parties when suspected of carrying drugs last week

Steaming across Sydney harbour the crews of the two ships saw Ran instructors and
blue overalled water police come alongside in a pair of six meter police RHIB’s
Seconds later rope ladders were thrown over rails Boarding parties scrambled up
them

Crew members challenged boarders but were soon suppressed

Of course this was an exercise but never the less a very serious drill

As a consequence of September 11 there is a more to lighten security at ports
around the world

That security will be enforced on July 1 when the international ship and port facility
(ISPS) code comes into operation

The NSW water police will be vital in protecting ports in their state through their



marine operational support team (MOST)

Senior police realized the water police needed to be able to board vessels while
under way whether they be in harbour or open sea .

Two six meter RHBs were bought and training organized through the RAN which of
course has done thousands of boarding’s both compliant and non-compliant as part
of duties in the gulf .

Last week instructors from HMAS Cerberus WO Barry pincornbe CPO ray beasy and
CPO jerry savage began a course to put12 new students through and qualify four
others as instructors

Using land bases garden island HMAS waterhen and the water POLICE
HEADQUARTERS AT PYRMONT THE trio put the police through a series of drills using
two new police RHIBs .

On Wednesday, February 18 it was out onto Sydney harbour to put the skills to the
test

They were in for a surprise however because the instructors had asked ten sailors
from fleet base east to act as belligerent non-English speaking and possibly armed ,
crew members .

The boarding parties scrambled on to bandicoot and seahorse Mercator in separate
evolutions “Frisking crew members making searches and herding them onto the
forecastle.

“We are drawing on the expertise and experience of the RAN and working with them
to achieve a better trained water police operative commander of the NSW marine
area command detective superintendent terry Dalton said.



